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Jim Sullivan (1926-2001):  co-founder of ocms
The Oblate Center for Mission Studies held nine workshops from March, 1995 to Feb., 1997.  Eight of those were organized by Jim Sullivan, OMI, co-director and co-founder. His death on December 29, 2001 crowned a life dedicated to evangelization.

Born in Glen Cove, NY on Feb. 21, 1926, "Sully" attended Catholic elementary and high schools in Brooklyn, NY. He never, stopped joking about the attitude" of New York City residents. Ordained a priest in Washington, DC on June 3, 1953 by the retired bishop of Hudson Bay, Canada, Arsene Turquetil CMI, he continually praised the missionary accomplishments of the Oblates in the Arctic.

Assigned immediately to the Oblate missions in Brazil, he served two terms there as provincial, 1968-73.  The Oblate Interprovincial Conference of Latin America in 1977 placed him in charge of ongoing formation.  This past September, former Oblate missionary in Puerto Rico Don Conklin told me of Sully's accomplishment in authoring a widely used manual in both Portuguese and Spanish concerning initial seminary formation.  
In 1974, Sully spent a year studying religious life in St. Louis, MO, and then began a period of almost 20 years giving workshops and retreats to religious communities of men and women, first for the Brazilian Conference of Religious, then all over the world.
Called to the l980 Oblate General Chapter (Rome, Italy), which approved our revised Constitutions, he soon authored (with Richard Haslam, OMI), a booklet Praying With Our Constitutions. Superior General Fernand Jette, OMI recommended it in his own OMI The Apostolic Man (p. 14).

In 1989, Sully became a member of the team headquartered in Aix, France, to provide the DeMazenod Experience in French and English for the ongoing FJK formation of Oblates.  Later programs were held in Spanish, Polish and German. He vigorously defended the integrity of the basic model, opposing any effort to abbreviate the six-week program.

It was at this time that Sully's attempt to learn French resulted in the observation that he spoke three foreign languages simultaneously:  Portuguese, Spanish and French.
He arrived in Washington, DC on April 12, 1995 ("the before Holy Thursday that year) to co-direct the newly formed Oblate Center for Mission Studies.  In addition to organizing the workshops, he authored the second (Sept. 1996) newsletter of the center, Mission-Unity.  In answering the question "What Is Evangelization?," he wrote from personal experience:

Merely proclaiming makes us a sign that God exists and that He loves us.  This can have its own effect.  I think of the Irish mission at Goias in Brazil as an example. Merely by their presence there and in proportion to the years they have been present the number of murders in the area has decreased.  When they arrived it was a question of one or even two murders per day.  But the presence of somebody who believes that God is love and that God loves us, stopped the murders.

In February, 1998, ill health forced him to retire to the Oblate Infirmary, Tewksbury, MA. He had courageously struggled with the effects of radical prostate surgery, diabetes, eye problems, skin cancer and a failing heart.  One of his prized possessions was a letter from the Superior General, Very Rev. Wilhelm Steckling OMI, for his 50th anniversary of vows.  In that letter, Fr. General praised especially Sully's work at Aix
An expert in evangelization, missionary spirituality and liberation theology, Sully was a true son of St. Eugene DeMazenod, whose canonization on Dec. 3» 1995 he proudly attended

Oblate continues leadership with eastern orthodox
Polish Oblate theologian Waclaw Hryniewicz OMI helped prepare for the important Dec. 2005,  and Nov. 2006 ecumenical thaw of relations "between the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church.  Interviewed "by Our Sunday Visitor (Nov. 27, 2005), Fr. Hryniewicz said, "It looks as if the issues are being tackled with a new sensitivity." (p. k)
Talks had broken down after a meeting between Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox theologians in Emmitsburg, MD in 2000.  They resumed in Dec. 2005.  One factor which has led both Churches to more hopeful cooperation is the combination of secularism, liberalism and relativism.  The growing militant fundamentalism in parts of the Moslem world also helps Christian religious leaders to work together

The visit of Pope Benedict to Istanbul Nov. 28-30, 2006 featured attempts to dialogue with both the Turkish government (in a nation of  957 Moslem) and the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.  Reports indicate the pope succeeded in both areas.

Fr. Hryniewicz currently heads the Ecumenical Institute at the Catholic University of Lublin, Poland.  Thanks to Fr. George McLean CM! (founder of the Center for the Study of Culture and Values, Washington, DC), he opened the Oblate Center for Mission Studies, Washington DC, on March 20, 1995 with a highly appreciated lecture "Contemporary Issues in the Dialogue between The Orthodox Church and The Roman Catholic Church."

We pray especially for married couples who are attempting to live both the Eastern Orthodox and R. Catholic traditions, the theologians engaged in the dialogue, and the many convents of nuns sacrificing for the unity of the two Churches.
Father Zago updated 

In our last Mission-Unity-Dialogue (#3, Oct. 2005), we presented the ministry of Archbishop Marcello Zago, CMI.  Recently, Father OMI Al Kedl, OMI, who helped Archbishop Zago at the 1986 Day of Prayer for Peace, Assisi, published two articles describing Zago’s role: Vie Oblate Life '65 (#'s 1 and 2):  7-73; 167-90.  They are very informative.

Extension magazine noted (October 2006, p. 15) that “the nation's leading interfaith media service is now offering the first web-based source for religious videos-on-demand.  Nearly a dozen Catholic organizations are using the service to distribute educational programming ranging from peace and justice issues and arts and culture to healing prayers, sermons, Scripture and even movie reviews. The free service from Faith and Values Media, a coalition of Jewish, Christian and Islamic media producers, is online at www.faithstreams.com.”
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